
May 2023

TheThe Touring ChronicleTouring Chronicle
A publication of theA publication of the

Vintage Motor Car Club of AmericaVintage Motor Car Club of America

There are back roads and unique towns all across America.

The Vintage Motor Car Club of America knows where they are

and will take you there. 

In this Issue of The Touring Chronicle

Announcements
The Kaiser Traveler, America's First Utility Vehicle
The 2023 VMCCA Tour Schedule and available registration forms

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vtxVvcoSbZM
https://files.constantcontact.com/34d29083101/cfc74908-7eb6-44ef-8315-554444c0b01f.pdf


The Oldest Man: Pit Stop from The Carol Burnett Show
When a mysterious American recluse hoarded gold, airplanes—and
fabulous cars
Remembering Craig Breedlove, hot-rodder turned fastest man on
earth
Region and Chapter Newsletters

Visit the Vintage Motor Car Club of America website

Announcements

http://www.vmcca.org


The 2024 VMCCA Annual Meeting
February 8-12, 2024

Update
IT IS NOT TOO LATE TO JOIN US FOR THIS MEETING AND

CRUISE



The 2024 VMCCA Annual Meeting will be held aboard the Radiance of the
Seas as our members enjoy a 3-day, 4-night cruise to Cozumel Mexico.

Cruise departure date is Feb 8, 2024 leaving from the Port of Tampa
returning to Tampa on Feb. 12th
 
For those who are still pondering over attending the 2024 Annual
Membership and 1st Quarter meeting on Royal Caribbean’s Radiance of
the Seas, there’s still time to sign up with our group. The 3/22/2023
deadline has passed, our cabin rates are no longer guaranteed. For
those who would prefer cabins other than those we have reserved, you
are welcome to book them and use our group code to be sure you are
seated with the VMCCA group for dinner.

If you prefer to book through your favorite travel agent, we cannot
guarantee you will be seated with our group but you might try asking
them to transfer your reservation to our group.

You are booking this cruise after 3/22/2023, however you may still use
the group code and contact information which we will provide, and will
keep you with our group.

The Registration form for the meeting will be available by mid-summer.
To receive the group code and contact information for the Annual
Meeting and a fun cruise, please send you request to:
 
dgcopley46@yahoo.com

HOW DO I GET STARTED?
 
Any VMCCA member who plans to attend this event will need to
send an email to dgcopley46@yahoo.com . Your email will be
acknowledged and your name will be placed on the contact list
and by return email receive the code and cruise line contact
information which is required for the above noted cabin
rates. Additional information will be included which we
encourage you to read.
 
 
THESE RATES ONLY APPLIED UNTIL 3/22/2023. AFTER THAT
DATE YOUR PER PERSON RATE WILL BE DETERMINED BY THE
BOOKING AGENT AND IS NO LONGER GUARANTEED
 

COME JOIN THE FUN!

View and Download the Royal Caribbean Cruise Agreement HERE

mailto:dgcopley46@yahoo.com
https://files.constantcontact.com/34d29083101/0fb43ea3-269b-467e-9cbd-b56ad7b8a51c.pdf


The Kaiser Traveler, America's First Utility Vehicle

Sales brochure introducing the new Kaiser Traveler with a base price of $2,088.
The Traveler/Vagabond generated 25 percent of Kaiser-Frazer sales in 1949.

By A. Wayne Ferens
Images the Wayne Ferens Collection
Published 3.29.2023

Established after World War II, the Kaiser-Frazer Corporation was the
result of a partnership between automotive executive Joseph W. Frazer
and industrialist Henry J. Kaiser. Kaiser-Frazer was the only new U.S.
automaker to achieve some success surviving less than a decade.
Always operating with limited cash and a limited range of products, most
of their models introduced in the 1940s and early 1950s were strictly
based on a single four-door sedan body. 
There are several stories about the origins of the design of the Kaiser
Traveler utility vehicle. One of them centered around H.J. Kaiser
standing by a sedan and drawing the basic design in the dirt at the back
of the car -- splitting the trunk lid and hinging it to allow the upper
section to raise up and the lower section to fold down. This required
finding a way to fold down the rear seat and modify the license plate so
it can flip up or down under the lower lid.
Another theory is that the Kaiser-Frazer engineers conceived it at the
drawing board, most likely under chief body engineer Ralph Isbrandt,
who spent his days and nights thinking of new ways to sell the
conventional four-door sedan with fixed side window frames.



Continue reading article

VMCCA 2023 and 2024 Calendar of Events

Registration Forms for 2023 tours will be posted on the VMCCA
website, in the Bulb Horn Magazine, and in The Touring Chronicle
as they become available. Please check frequently!

June 4 - 10, 2023, The Old Spanish Trail - Part 1
Santa Fe, NM to Grand Junction, CO.
studebakersteve@bresnan.net

June 12-16, 2023, Kentucky Region Central Nickel
Aged Tour, Hamilton, OH, Dave Grenier,
triu4@yahoo.com
 
June 26-30, 2023, 72nd Great Lakes Region Tour,

https://www.motorcities.org/story-of-the-week/2023/the-kaiser-traveler-america-s-first-utility-vehicle
http://www.vmcca.org
mailto:studebakersteve@bresnan.net
mailto:triu4@yahoo.com


Flint MI, Bill Sturgeon, wsturgeo@live.com

July 9-14, 2023, 1& 2 Cylinder Tour, Richmond, IN,
Dave & Kelly Copeland,
grizzsgarage2019@gmail.com

July 17-20, 2023, Grand Indiana Tour, Richmond,
IN, Mike Rowda lead, rowda@sbcglobal.net

August 20-26, 2023, Lewis and Clark Regional Tour,
Dillon, MT to Lewiston, ID, Holly & Bob Crawley,
holly.h.crawley@gmail.com
 
September 10-16, 2023, Heritage Tour, Newport
News, VA, James Woodall, jbmwoodall@cox.net
 
October 22-27, 2023, 77th Revival AAA Glidden
Tour®, Thomasville, GA, Steve, David, and Blanche
Gordon, gliddentour2023@gmail.com

February 8 -12, 2024, VMCCA Annual Membership
Meeting and Awards Banquet. Caribbean Cruise,
Duane Copley, dgcopley46@yahoo.com

April 7-11, 2024, VMCCA Orphan Car Tour, Decatur,
TX. Bill and Betty Shores, 817-688-7022
b.shores@sbcglobal.net

April 28 - May 3, 2024, 42nd Chrome Glidden Tour,
Russellville, AR. Raymond and Sammye Sue Harrill,
501-352-0047 raymond.harrill@att.net

June 23-28, 2024, VMCCA 1 & 2 Cylinder Tour,
Medina, OH. Dave and Debbie Vasel. Debbie 330-416-
5341 and Dave 330-350-0371, dvasel1576@gmail.com
 

mailto:wsturgeo@live.com
mailto:grizzsgarage2019@gmail.com
mailto:rowda@sbcglobal.net
mailto:holly.h.crawley@gmail.com
mailto:jbmwoodall@cox.net
mailto:gliddentour2023@gmail.com
mailto:dgcopley46@yahoo.com
mailto:b.shores@sbcglobal.net
http://raymond.harrill@att.net
mailto:dvasel1576@gmail.com


Tour Fliers and Registration
Form Links

Look HERE for registration form

Look HERE for Itinerary

https://files.constantcontact.com/34d29083101/104fd3ea-2d34-4f1d-ab05-baf65de5c162.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/34d29083101/2eaf7afa-ab92-4942-a70b-e5272fd42aa5.pdf


Look HERE for Hotel contact list

Learn more about 2023 GLR Tour HERE

https://files.constantcontact.com/34d29083101/2f611dfc-5bec-4b85-abba-08c24733d1d7.pdf
https://sites.google.com/view/2023glrtour/home


Look HERE for registration form

Look HERE for registration form

https://files.constantcontact.com/34d29083101/43f05bed-a8b6-494c-93d2-598229089cd0.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/34d29083101/fb1256d8-6c3a-4405-bbab-6fad922e1c0b.pdf


Look HERE for Registration Form

https://files.constantcontact.com/34d29083101/f2206ed4-e275-415f-b5eb-d08376c82f09.pdf


Look HERE for registration form

https://files.constantcontact.com/34d29083101/7c1ea632-3eba-483c-9f78-d54bcb9df74d.pdf


Look HERE for registration form

https://files.constantcontact.com/34d29083101/847a450b-1b07-4146-ad07-28f94224874b.pdf


Look HERE for Registration form

https://files.constantcontact.com/34d29083101/a67fea6f-25c9-48f0-99f0-81f554e39904.pdf


The Oldest Man: Pit Stop from The Carol Burnett Show

Region and Chapter Newsletters
Articles of Interest



Continue Reading the FVCC Newsletter, April
2023

https://files.constantcontact.com/34d29083101/8f057816-1dcc-46c9-a55f-6931b1a010f7.pdf


Continue Reading Sequim Valley Car Club, April 2023

When a mysterious American recluse hoarded gold,
airplanes—and fabulous cars

Brendan McAleer

https://files.constantcontact.com/34d29083101/b138fc98-2dd8-445b-8b28-1570eab1feed.pdf
https://www.hagerty.com/media/author/bmcaleer/


12 April 2023

Wags billed it as “the opening of King Stutz’s tomb.” Held over a
weekend in early September of 1996, the Christie’s auction comprised
some 287 lots. Thirty-five were vintage Stutz automobiles in various
states of disrepair. There were other rare prewar cars too, a Locomobile
and a Rolls-Royce and a Stanley Steamer and more besides. Drawn by
the tales of hidden gold bullion, crowds flocked to see one of the



greatest barn finds ever uncovered. All of it had belonged to a recluse
that everyone thought a pauper.
Alexander Kennedy Miller died in 1993, his wife Imogene three years
later. After each had passed, a local church took up collection on their
behalf, so the pair might be respectfully buried. No money had been set
aside by the couple, and while the farm they had owned stretched
across several acres in rural Vermont, the property was a ramshackle
collection of dilapidated buildings. The place barely had electricity, all
heat was by wood-burning stove, and the plumbing was ancient. A
rotting Volkswagen or two sat in the front yard.

Continue Reading Article

https://www.hagerty.com/media/automotive-history/when-a-mysterious-american-recluse-hoarded-gold-airplanes-and-fabulous-cars/


Continue Reading Mid Atlantic Region, Jan, Feb, Mar
2023

https://files.constantcontact.com/34d29083101/6211ff5d-c501-4c5b-8c1c-4d5cc785c354.pdf


Continue Reading Pikes Peak Chapter, April
2023

https://files.constantcontact.com/34d29083101/06dbb9c9-acfe-4bdd-a448-51421e9f04a8.pdf


Continue Reading Northern Colorado Chapter, May
2023

https://files.constantcontact.com/34d29083101/d1ad5195-b591-46f8-bee1-e1f5f377cba7.pdf


Continue Reading The Gold Dust Chapter, April 2023

Remembering Craig Breedlove, hot-rodder turned
fastest man on earth

Preston Learner
06 April 2023

https://files.constantcontact.com/34d29083101/270d76c9-389d-4cfb-904d-d4cf2c0f5b72.pdf


Bettmann Archive/Getty Images

On October 15, 1964, seconds after pushing the land-speed record past
500 miles per hour on the Bonneville Salt Flats, Craig Breedlove
punched the button to release the parachutes attached to his jet-
powered Spirit of America. They all failed. He careened off course, sliced
through a pair of telephone poles, catapulted over a berm, and nosed-
dived into a brine lake.

Fortunately, he’d had the presence of mind to unlatch the canopy while
he was in the air. As water flooded into the cockpit, he popped his
harness and swam to safety. Soaked but unhurt, he was lounging on a
piece of debris when the emergency crew arrived. “And now for my next
act,” he told them, “I’m going to set myself on fire.”

Continue Reading HERE

https://www.hagerty.com/media/motorsports/remembering-craig-breedlove-hot-rodder-turned-fastest-man-on-earth/


Continue Reading Great Lakes Region, March - April 2023

Stay Healthy and keep on
driving your vintage cars.

https://files.constantcontact.com/34d29083101/55559428-f95e-4c77-bc4f-2edad97ad240.pdf


See Ya Down the Road !

The VMCCA Page on Facebook!  
  Facebook has become an extremely popular social networking site,

reportedly having more than 5.0 billion users. That is something like 40%

of people on the planet! There is no doubt that it is a great tool for keeping

in touch with people and organizations in a way that was undreamed of

and impossible just a few years ago.

Our Facebook page is becoming more and more popular. It really is

becoming a forum with many active contributors.      

  So join! Contribute! Make it a forum for all things VMCCA.    

Visit our Facebook Page

Company Name | Phone | Address | Website

     

https://www.facebook.com/groups/108806771054/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/108806771054/
https://vmcca.org/
https://twitter.com/constantcontact
https://www.facebook.com/groups/108806771054

