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In this Issue of The Touring Chronicle
Calendar of 2027 VMCCA Tours
The Journeys That Lie Ahead
Invitation to attend VMCCA Members' Meeting February 21 - 24,
2027
Encouragement to make a tax deductible donation to the VMCCA
Scholarship Foundation
Region and Chapter newsletters
Dear Chrysler: I remember Your 'Letter Series" Cars
1960s - 70s: leading Women of Dodge Advertising
VMCCA Scholarship Foundation

﻿Visit the VMCCA website HERE
 

The VMCCA Facebook page is packed with photographs from our tours, fliers
announcing upcoming tours, and other vintage car related information.

Visit the VMCCA Facebook page HERE

Registration Forms for the 2027 tours will be posted on the VMCCA
website, in the Bulb Horn Magazine, and in The Touring Chronicle as they

http://www.vmcca.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/108806771054/
http://www.vmcca.org/
http://www.vmcca.org/


become available. Please check frequently!

VMCCA 2027 Calendar of Events

2027 Tours and Events

February 21 - 24 2027 Annual Membership
Meeting and Awards Banquet,
French Lick, Indiana Hosts: Black Swamp Chapter.
Tour Director: Gary Miron

This a corrected date.

April 4 -10 2027, VMCCA Heritage Tour
Tyler, Texas
Tour Director: Robert Markman

August 15 - 20 2027 Chrome Glidden Tour®,
Appleton, Wisconsin. Information contact, Hosts:
Wisconsin Shoreline Chapter. Tour Director: David
Neuhaus

September 19 - 24 2027 Revival AAA Glidden
Tour®, Branson, Missouri. Tour Directors: Jim and
Ginger Cohen

The Journeys That Lie Ahead
Happy Fall!
I see snow on the mountain tops, a
good sign for the western
states. Perhaps this winter will be more
sustaining as far as relieving the
drought conditions. Do you have your
vintage beauties all winterized and
tucked away until spring. Having just
returned from the “Who Knew” Western



National Tour in Salina, KS, we are working on that process.
What a great experience in Kansas.  When the idea for this tour was explored,
the initial visit to Kansas created the tagline “Who Knew”. We had no idea that
there was so much to see in this agricultural area of Kansas. I think that holds
true for many of the “off the beaten path” destinations we have visited in our
years of touring with VMCCA. There are places we would have never seen had
it not been for the tour directors’ insight into amazing things that exist off of the
Interstate highway system.
Thank you to all of our members that have planned, attended and supported
our travels in 2026. It takes all of us to continue to provide the mechanics of
creating a successful tour. I’m looking forward to the places we will go in 2027.

Carol

The view from my side of the road

Wishing for more time straddling the center line

I often pick up local newspapers and home sales magazines when we travel.
The Western National Tour in Kansas was no exception. The Spotlight, A
Beacon of News in the SE Region of Saline County is a monthly publication I
picked up in Lindsborg, Kansas. The article titled "Wishing for more time
straddling the center line" caught my attention. As I read the article, it started a
thought process that took me all over the road. Is there a message here for
me? Carol also made a purchase that day, a shirt with the message "Hold on,
let me overthink this."
The article was written by David Olson. I believe David might be a regular
contributor to the newspaper. He writes about a known community member
who was also his and his brother's neighbor and occasional babysitter when
they were younger. They lived about one mile apart. Here is an excerpt from
the article.

On one occasion, we were at her house and my brother and I insisted on going
home to sleep in our own beds. Our babysitter did not drive that often and
almost never at night. Her 1970's Nova meets the definition of a car driven by
the little old lady only on Sundays.
As she backed out of the garage and fumbled to find the headlight switch,
anticipation was certainly building. The tires displaced an inordinate amount of
gravel as we proceeded sideways out of her driveway onto the blacktop. As the
car quickly reached 30 miles per hour, the car was straddling the centerline
and wandering back and forth down the road. The car picked up more speed,
and even more speed. We were still straddling the centerline.
My brother and I both exclaimed. "You're not in the right lane!"
She replied. "It's okay, I am just taking my half out of the middle."
That was probably the shortest car ride that anyone could have.
Now I wish it would have lasted longer.

I can't stop thinking about different parts of this article, actually over thinking it,
and how it relates to life in general. How do we fumbled around searching, how
much gravel has been displaced, are we in the right lane, do we straddle the
centerline? I believe the article is intended to bring some level of humor into
our thoughts.



In conclusion, the writer is correct. The ride is short and we wish it to be longer.
She replied "It's okay, I am just taking my half out of the middle."

Ray Maxfield
VP Publications

Here is the link to the printable registration form.

Registration is due before January 4, 2027.

Hotel Reservations are due before January 21, 2027.
Don't miss out on a room there, it is a beautiful resort.

https://files.constantcontact.com/34d29083101/b0630a36-4fca-450b-a920-305cceb370c9.pdf


Donations to the VMCCA Scholarship
Foundation are Tax Deductible

I have commented before that I firmly believe that the VMCCA Scholarship
Foundation is one of the top benefits of our club. The VMCCA Foundation was
formed to award scholarships to deserving young people who are relatives of
VMCCA members. Imagine helping young people further their education,
follow their dreams, and find fulfilling careers. The Foundation makes quarterly
reports to the VMCCA Board of Governors. Their most recent report mentioned
that 107 scholarships have been awarded. Our members have been generous
donors and the scholarship recipients are grateful.

The VMCCA Scholarship Foundation is organized as a 501(c)(3) organization
meaning donations are tax-deductible for the donor.

Please consider an end of year donation.
Thank You!!
Ray Maxfield

Visit the VMCCA Foundation website to make a donation HERE

https://www.501c3.org/what-is-a-501c3/
http://www.vmccafoundation.com/


The following is a list of tours available on a National level:

Annual Membership & 1st Quarter Meeting (Feb or Mar)
Chrome Glidden Tour (Mar thru Oct)
1 & 2 Cylinder Tour (Jun thru Aug)
Eastern Nickel Tour (May, Jun or early Sept)
Western Nickel Tour (May, Jun or early Sept)
Heritage Tour (May thru Oct)
Western National Tour (May thru Sept)
Muscle/Convertible/Orphan (any time)



Revival AAA Glidden Tour® (rotates between VMCCA and
AACA Sept)

Contact Carol Maxfield, VP Activities, for details
vactivities@vmcca.org

 

Western National Tour

The Western National Tour was special for a lot of reasons. You will read about
some of those reasons in the next Chronicle and the Bulb Horn. It was also
special because of the creative and generous contributions of Ron Becker.
Ron and Carole Becker are members of the Northern Colorado Chapter. Ron
is an artist who has an eye for turning ordinary items into extraordinary lamps.
On many occasions he has donated those lamps to the Chapter and other
organizations for their fund raising events. For this tour, Ron donated three
lamps and tickets were sold for the opportunity to win each of the lamps. The
proceeds were given to the VMCCA. Ron's generosity helps us keep the
VMCCA funded and is very much appreciated. The creative and artistic value
of these lamps is more than the money they raised, the winners of these lamps
get to enjoy and display them in their homes.

2027 Revival AAA Glidden Tour®  
Save the Date

mailto:maxfield.carol@yahoo.com


Region and Chapter Newsletters
Articles of Interest

 



 

Continue reading GLR Sept - Oct 2026

https://files.constantcontact.com/34d29083101/4d8f6c4b-3ff1-43fe-ae50-62fe441a4287.pdf


Continue reading Wheels A Rolling, Oct, Nov, Dec, 2026

https://files.constantcontact.com/34d29083101/848f5c0f-e2d5-4864-a6a5-353e31d60780.pdf


Continue reading Northern Colorado Chapter, October 2026

https://files.constantcontact.com/34d29083101/c71ccfd1-00ad-44f3-9183-95a4ce42436d.pdf


Continue reading the SVCC, October 2026

https://files.constantcontact.com/34d29083101/b855763e-5003-4256-a942-d8abf7fb6b0e.pdf


Continue reading the Gold Dust Chapter, October 2026

https://files.constantcontact.com/34d29083101/102e02c2-5501-4d57-a50f-4135319c3b84.pdf


Continue reading Pikes Peak Chapter, October 2026

 

https://files.constantcontact.com/34d29083101/92af4353-c915-4fc6-b77d-ea8e83c5ce7b.pdf


Continue reading FVCC Rumbleseat Chatter, October 2026

Dear Chrysler: I Remember Your ‘Letter Series’ Cars

By A. Wayne Ferens
Images courtesy of Ferens collection and Chrysler Corp.
Edited by MotorCities National Heritage Area Staff
Part 2 in the MotorCities Story of the Week "Letter Series"

Published 09.23.2026

 

https://files.constantcontact.com/34d29083101/6c727910-b1bc-46f8-92e9-09775a4fbab7.pdf


The 1961 Chrysler 300G was still among the most powerful and luxurious
cars available. On the outside, Chrysler revised the grille again. The
grille, which had formerly been wider at the bottom than the top, was
inverted. The quad headlights, which had always been side by side, were
now stacked at an angle, giving the car a wider appearance. Small
parking lamps below the headlights were likewise slanted and V-shaped.
At the rear, the taillights were removed from the fins and placed just
above the rear bumper. The front bumper was canted upward at each
end.
 
With automotive styling beginning to change, the 300G would be the last
Letter Series car to sport Virgil Exner's big fins. The controversial faux
spare tire on the trunk was also eliminated.



Continue Reading Article﻿

1960s–70s: Leading Women of Dodge Advertising

By: Robert Tate, award-winning automotive historian and researcher
Images courtesy of Chrysler Corporate Historical Collection - MMC Detroit
Edited by MotorCities National Heritage Area Staff
Published 6.03.2026

During the 1960s and 1970s, Dodge captured
the attention of American consumers with Ms.
Joan Parker, who became known as the Dodge
Rebellion Girl and the Dodge Fever Girl. Her
memorable appearances helped showcase
Dodge vehicles and strengthen the brand's
connection with the public.
The advertising campaigns were an immediate
hit and helped define an exciting era in
automotive marketing. Featured prominently in
Dodge television commercials, Ms. Parker
enthusiastically promoted the company's latest
models and special "White Hat" deals. Her
charm and on-screen presence made her one of
the most recognizable faces associated with

Dodge advertising during the period.

Continue Reading Article

 

VMCCA National Awards

https://www.motorcities.org/story-of-the-week/2026/dear-chrysler-remembering-your-letter-series-cars
https://www.motorcities.org/story-of-the-week/2026/1960s-70s-leading-women-of-dodge-advertising




Printable Nomination Form Printable Awards List

The Progression from Horsedrawn Carriages to Automobiles:
The Men Behind the Movement 1891 - 1948

David Setterland (author)

David Setterland has been a member of the VMCCA since 2015. When I
started as the editor of the Touring Chronicle, David submitted articles from the
book he was writing. He was very helpful to me as I struggled to fill the Touring
Chronicle with content. Over the years I have include many of David's book
chapters. David and I met when Carol and I travelled to Boston in 2016 to
interview and write the story of Bruce Harvey and the 1911 Corbin he had sold

https://files.constantcontact.com/34d29083101/90c13201-4dc2-475f-9c29-c4ff7c2151dc.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/34d29083101/c7daef80-4eff-460f-8430-96cb274b1e87.pdf


in 1963. Bruce had lost track of the car and not seen or heard anything about it
in over 50 years. Bruce contacted me for help tracking it down. Through
David's contacts, the current owner was found just a few miles from Bruce's
home.

David's Story:

When I retired 2005, my love of antique cars led me to researching the lives of
the pioneers who built the earliest horseless carriages from 1891 Veteran era,
into the late 1890s and first decade of the 1900s into the brass era.
 
Once I started learning about the first pioneers and the inventions, patents and
how they made our world more simplified and efficient. It became more
interesting in each man and his accomplishments, learning from the time he
was born till his death. My goal when I first started researching and writing was
much smaller and not so intent on carrying on to learn or write about all of the
pioneers. As days went on, my friends told me you should write a book. So, I
started purchasing 100s of books, car history magazines in order to build my
own library to have multiple reference materials. My most important and
interesting books are biography books written on different pioneers. There is
no better info on a person or manufacturer than one written by the actual
pioneer!
 
Their stories of struggles and overcoming different problems that stood in their
way in building the first automobiles is an American story that should be
preserved. Once the first twenty automobile manufacturers overcame the
different problems from the obnoxious smells from the exhaust, to making the
vehicles quiet enough to not scare horses that were the main way of travel.
Then you had the difficult ways of most vehicles in getting them started by
having to crank the engine over by hand. Early pioneer Byron Carter who built
the Jackson car in Jackson, Michigan, started building the Carter Car with the
gearless transmission invented by John William Lambert who built the first
internal combustion engine powered vehicle in America. Sadly, Byron Carter
lost his life because the 1904 Cadillac had yet to use electric starters.
 
Byron stopped on the side of the road in winter to help a lady in Detroit who
needed help to restart her Cadillac. Byron hand cranked the vehicle that had
the side crank just behind the front driver's side front tire. Henry Leland took
over Detroit Automobile Company that had started building the first Ford car
and wagons, thought by moving the hand crank to the side gave the operator
less distance to get back in the vehicle for safety. Byron Carter hand cranked
the woman's Cadillac with the crank snapping back hitting him in the jaw. He
fell down and, in a few weeks, he died from the injuries.
 
That is when Leland said "no Cadillac will be sold that could cause an injury to
its driver". He then had the Dayton Labs use a motor manufactured for
business machines, just powerful enough to turn the engine over and create
the spark needed to start it.

Volume 1 of David's 3 volume book, "The Progression from Horsedrawn
Carriages to Automobiles", The subtitle:The Men Behind the Movement 1891 -
1948 has been published and is available on Amazon Books. If you are
interested in previewing the book look for it there or on our website.

https://vmcca.org/


Please consider making a tax deductible
donation the VMCCA Scholarship

Foundation using the instructions in the link
below.

Donation Instructions Link

 

Stay Healthy and keep
on driving your vintage
cars.

Regardless of what road
you are on or what
vintage car you are
driving, enjoy every
minute.

See Ya Down the Road !

The VMCCA Page on Facebook!  
Our VMCC Facebook page is becoming more and more popular. It really is

becoming a forum with many active contributors.      

  So join! Contribute! Make it a forum for all things VMCCA.    

Vintage Motor Car Club of America | 8310 Garden Road | Maumee, OH 43537 US
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https://vmccafoundation.com/donate/
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