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Bias Ply Looks, Modern Radial  
Construction

Original And Hot Rod Fitments Available 

Sizes:  450/475R16 • 600R16 • 650R16  
• 700R16 • 750R16

Available In Wide Whitewall And  
Blackwall

The Ultimate 16” Bias-Look Radial Tire
New
Radial!

Customer Satisfaction Guaranteed! “You Have Our Word On It!”

Speak To An Expert 866-922-0362 Shop COKERTIRE .COM
Steve

Customer 
Service

Star
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Jon Wessel's 1988 Chevrolet Caprice

Photo by Jon Wessel
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In	November	of	2019,	I	was	surfing	eBay	looking	at	cars.	I	do	
that	often	in	the	late	night	hours,	just	looking	and	admiring.	 
But	that	night	I	ran	across	a	car	that	piqued	my	interest.	It	 
was	a	1988	Chevy	Caprice	with	the	9C1	police	package.

In	the	'70s	and	'80s	I	was	a	deputy	sheriff	with	the	Greene	
County	Missouri	Sheriff's	Department.	We	drove	all	manner	of	
patrol	cars,	most	of	them	bought	second-hand	from	the	state	
Highway	Patrol.	Of	all	our	vehicles,	the	square-body	Caprice	
was	my	favorite.	It	handled	the	best	and	was	the	smoothest	
coming	out	of	a	corner	under	full	power.	It	was	a	sad	day	for 
me	when	Car	9,	our	last	Caprice,	was	removed	from	service.

Seeing	this	Caprice	on	eBay	brought	back	a	lot	of	memories.	
The	seller	advertised	it	as	an	all-original	car	with	original	paint	
and	only	33,000	miles.	I've	heard	two	stories	about	its	history,	
but	the	undisputed	version	is	that	it	never	saw	police	service.	 
That	accounted	for	its	immaculate	condition	and	low	mileage.	 
I	contacted	the	seller,	and	we	had	a	pleasant	conversation.	 
He	was	the	former	police	chief	of	a	small	southern	town.	 
He	spent	considerable	time	and	money	outfitting	the	car	with	
period-correct	radios,	scanners,	lighting,	and	siren.	He	was	also	
very	meticulous	with	his	installation.	Ultimately,	I	made	him	 

an	offer.	He	declined	it	and	suggested	I	bid	on	eBay.	I	made	 
a	bid	and	won	the	auction.	During	our	subsequent	conversa-
tion,	he	said	the	eBay	rules	required	him	to	remove	the	police	
equipment.	Because	I	was	a	former	deputy	sheriff	he	could	
leave	the	equipment	in	the	car.	Everything	in	the	car	is	fully	
functional.	He	offered	to	deliver	the	car	to	me	for	a	very	
reasonable	sum,	and	I	agreed.	I	was	glad	to	be	able	to	meet	 
him.	He	brought	the	car	to	me	and	turned	out	to	be	a	very	 
nice	fellow.

Once	I	received	the	car,	I	found	out	it	needed	very	little.	The	
tires	were	in	good	condition	but	were	old,	so	I	replaced	them.	
The	wheels	had	some	rust	spots	in	places,	so	I	had	them	
sand-blasted	and	powder-coated.	The	seller	had	the	car	decaled	
with	the	graphics	of	his	department,	so	I	broke	out	my	heat	gun	
and	spent	an	evening	removing	the	vinyl	graphics.	He	used	a	
special	low-tack	vinyl,	which	made	removing	them	easier.	 
Several	years	later,	en	route	to	a	vintage	car	meet	in	Texas,	the	
front	and	rear	bumper	fillers	blew	out	at	80	mph.	Fortunately,	
reproductions	are	available.	Those,	along	with	a	new	battery,	
are	all	I	have	had	to	do	to	the	car.	It	has	been	extremely	 
reliable.

An Arresting Caprice

By	Jon	Wessel

Jon's 1988 Chevrolet Caprice C91 police vehicle is pristine inside and out.



27July-August 2025

Duane and Trisha on the 2024 Revival AAA Glidden Tour® in their  
1932 Plymouth.

The green radiator and heater hoses are silicon, which are much more durable than rubber hoses. They are believed to be the  
original hoses.

Left to right: Police cars were much simpler in 1988. There are no laptops and no banks of switches to control fancy light bars. All 
the equipment, including the radar gun, is period correct and functions properly. The police package included a vinyl rear seat for 
easier clean up. The interior door handles are inoperative, and the doors cannot be opened from the inside.
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Clockwise from upper left corner: Chevrolet specified the standard 
features available on their  9C1 Caprice Police Vehicle. There was 
a multitude of special equipment options available. The special 
equipment list continues. A photo shows the fully operational 
Falcon radar equipment. 
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Above: Jon poses for a snapshot with his 1988 Caprice 9C1.
Below: A view of Jon's 1988 Caprice police car.

The	push	bumper	and	blue	lights	were	on	the	car	when	
I	received	it,	along	with	the	blue	and	amber	lights	in	the	rear	
deck.	I	found	a	blue	dash	light	and	period-correct	radar	gun	
and	put	those	in	place	for	car	shows.	In	Missouri,	it	is	legal	to	
have	blue	lights	as	long	as	I	don't	turn	them	on	while	driving	on		
public	roads.

1988	was	the	last	year	for	the	carbureted	engine	in	the	Caprice.	
The	next	year,	1989,	saw	the	advent	of	fuel	injection.	Only	the	
9C1	Caprice	was	available	with	the	350	cubic	inch	engine	in	
1988.	It	was	not	available	in	the	civilian	model.	For	1988,	the	
9C1	police	package	included	over	a	dozen	upgrades	over	the	
civilian	model.	

The	1980s	were	dark	years	for	performance	in	the	domestic	car	
industry,	and	this	car	is	no	exception.	Zero	to	60	times	are	in	the	
10-second	range,	and	the	top	speed	is	only	118	mph.
It	struggles	to	get	there.	For	all-out	pursuit	vehicles,	most
departments	turned	to	Camaros	or	Mustangs.	Where	the
Caprice	shines	is	in	its	room,	comfort,	huge	trunk,	and	handling
ability.	Its	handling	was	at	the	top	of	the	scale	for	a	domestic
4-door	sedan	of	that	year.	This	car	is	tight	and	solid	and	is	a
joy	to	drive.	I	have	driven	the	Caprice	to	two	out-of-state	car
shows,	and	it	has	performed	flawlessly.

For	some	trivia,	the	under	hood	photo	on	page	27	shows	the	
green	radiator	and	heater	hoses.	These	are	the	original	silicon	
hoses	that	were	an	option	on	the	police	package.	The	Crown	
Victoria	police	package	also	used	these	hoses.

I	love	this	car	and	drive	it	often.	Not	only	is	it	a	lot	of	fun	to	
drive,	but	it	brings	back	many	memories.

(Photos by Jon Wessel)




