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Greg and Debbie Childs with their 1934 Dodge Coupe.
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Our True
Clue
1934 Dodge
Coupe

By Greg Childs

May-June 2026

By 2004 I had already owned and restored a clone of the 1957
Dodge D501. While I was reading my latest issue of the Walter
P. Chrysler News, an ad for a 1934 Dodge Rumble Seat Coupe
attracted my attention. I was, and remain, a coupe enthusiast,
so I called the owner.

To my surprise, the owner and the coupe resided in Montreal,
Quebec, Canada, and the price was $12,500. I was particularly
interested in how good the car’s photos were and asked

him if they were fairly current. “Yes,” he replied. It had been
painted only a few years earlier. Of course | was concerned
with buying a car from across the border. He offered a reas-
suring, “Not a problem.” He would simply drive it across the
border with a clear title, and the title could be transferred
upon my possession. I agreed to his price on the condition
that all of his collection of spare parts would be included.

[ also agreed that the arranged car transporter would have a
cashier’s check made out to him upon the transporter picking
up the car.  made the transport arrangements and awaited
his call that the car was loaded and on its way. For about two
weeks, [ eagerly awaited the driver's call. Finally, it came and
five days later the driver said he would meet me in Kaysville,
Utah, the next day. The coupe delivered right on time. [ arrived
just as the truck driver unloaded it.



Above: The 1934 Dodge Coupe strikes a period-themed pose in front of a storefront.
Below: Greg and Debbie Childs' 1934 Dodge Coupe pulls into the driveway at Squire Boone Caverns during the 2025 79" Revival
AAA Glidden Tour®.
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The little 1934 Dodge started right up, and I drove it the few
miles home. Sure enough, the rumble seat area was full of
boxes with spare parts and literature.

I quickly found that at 4,000 ft and with August heat there was
a significant vapor lock problem. And, the car lacked power
while it belched blue smoke. As I recall, it was in the same
month that [ had the half-water-jacket (201 CI) original engine
out with plans to install a more modern, but look-alike, 1950
230 CI engine along with an electric pump.

Up jumps the devil! It was easy to fabricate a ¥4” spacer plate
to compensate for the new engine’s shorter block, but a much
bigger dilemma arose. In my desire to keep the original trans-
mission and bell housing, the starter would not fit because of
the newer, full-water-jacket engine. What was I to do?

A trip to a “starter/generator” shop in Salt Lake City produced
a much smaller starter with matching engagement dimensions
and pinion gear. The only short-lived problem was that the
starter was for a 12-volt Honda. Since the battery was beneath
the floorboards, I simply changed the system to 12 volts and
rewired the generator. The headlights were a bit of a issue.

I resolved this by using 12-volt snowmobile bulbs which [ was
able to fashion into the buckets. By doing so, I retained the
charming old look of the headlights. The original 6-volt
trumpet horns are attention getting!
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The coupe at home in Greg and Debbie's driveway.

Above: The Childs' canine companion, Round-2, stands guard
next to his favorite Dodge.



Top to bottom: Selected pages from the 1934 Dodge sales booklet.
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The old rear-end ratio was really low at 4:30. A discreet “Mitch-
ell-Overdrive” solved that problem and the coupe now cruised
at a comfortable 60 mph! [ have done several other upgrades
and repairs. The latest will be having a body shop refurbish the
badly pitted wheels and redoing the pin-striping. The outcome
was magnificent.

I would be most interested in communicating with any other
1934 Dodge owners. I can be contacted at: childsinmontana@
gmail.com or 406-696-2492.

(Photos and images courtesy of Greg Childs and Tracy Lesher)

Right: From the Charlotte Observer, on June 6, 1934.

Below: Greg and Debbie's coupe sits at the Geographic Center of
the Contiguous United States in Lebanon, Kansas.

Page 31: Dodge had an extensive advertising campaign that was
not limited to automobile publications. This full-page ad in
Harper's Bazaar made an appeal to the younger generation

of buyers. (Image courtesy of Eddie Festa)
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VMCCA Name Tags for Your Members

3"X2"

Royal blue on durable plastic
Choice of magnetic clip

or alligator swivel clip

Member names can be engraved
by your local printer or awards/
specialty supplier

Only $6.00 each post paid

Mail a check payable to the “Great Lakes Region VMCCA" with order to:
Doug Kennedy
18311 Switzer Rd.
Defiance, OH 43512
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